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ter for you to have played the domme persone, then by rehersynge
that, whych served neither for the tyme nor place, to have made
suche a tragycail comedye or gallymalfreye ? For by bryngynge In
other staffe that nothinge apperteynethe to the presente matter, you
muste nedes marre and pervert the play that is in hand, thoughe the
stufre that you bringe be muche better. What part soever you have
taken upon you, playe that aswel as you can and make the best of it:
And doe not therefore disturbe and brynge oute of ordre the whole
matter, bycause that an other, whyche is meryer and better cummethe
to your remenibrattnce.
So the case standeth in a common wealth e, and so it is in the con-
sultations of Kynges and prynces. Yf evel opinions and noughty
persuasions can not be utterly and quyte plucked out of their hartes,
if you can not even as you wolde remedy vices, which use and cus-
tome hath confirmed: yet for this cause you must not leave and for-
sake the common wealthe: you muste not forsake the shippe in a
tempeste, because you can not rule and keepe downe the wyndes.
No nor you muste not laboure to dryve into their heades newe and
straunge informations, whyche you knowe we! shalbe nothinge re-
garded wyth them that be of cleane contrary mindes. But you must
with a crafty wile and a subteli trayne studye and endevoure youre
selfe,, asniuclie as in you lyethe, to handle the matter wyttele and
handesomelye for the purpose, and that whyche you can not turne to
good, so to order it that it be not verye badde. For it is not possible
for al thinges to be well, onles all men were good. Whych I thinke
wit not be yet thies good many yeares.
By this meanes (quod he) nothing elles wyl be brought to passe, but
whyles that I g~oe aboute to remedye the madnes of others, I shoulde
be even as madde as they. For if I wolde speake suche thinges that
be trewe I must neades speake suche thinges; but as for to speake
false thinges, whether that be a philosophers parte or no I can not
tel, truelye it is not my part. Howebeit this communication of mine,
thoughe peradventure it maye seme unplesaunte to them, yet can I
not see why it shoulde seme straunge, or folishelye newefangled. If
so be that I should speake those thinges that Plato faynethe in his
weale publique: or that the Utopians doe In theires, these thinges
thoughe they were (as they be in dede) better, yet they myghte seme
spoken out of plate. Forasmuche as here amonges us, everye man
hathe his possesions several! to him selfe, and there all thinges be
common. But what was in my communication conteyned, that might
not, and oughte not in anye place to be spoken?
Savynge that to them whyche have thoroughly e decreed and de-
termined with them selfes to runne hedlonges the contrary waye it
can not be acceptable and pleasaunt, because it calleth them backe,